NOMINATE AN INSECT
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PROJECT DUE DATE: February 17th, 2012
In 2009, The Vivid Dancer Damselfly was chosen as Nevada’s state insect.  Your task is to choose and research a DIFFERENT insect to represent Nevada.
Objective: The students will select a Nevada state insect by researching an insect that is present in Nevada.
Key Vocabulary:

1. Insect: any animal of the class Insecta, comprising small, air-breathing arthropods having the body divided into three parts (head, thorax, and abdomen), and having three pairs of legs and usually two pairs of wings
Checklist for what is to be handed in on February 17th:

1. Typed one page, research-based essay supporting the nomination of an insect found in Nevada 
a. The essay should include the following:
i. Research based reasons (3 or more) why you are nominating the insect
ii. Rationale for why that insect would be a good symbol for the state of Nevada.
iii. Remember, even though a format is being provided, please make sure your sentences flow and it does not seem like you are just answering the questions. 

1. Essay Structure-5 paragraph essay: (1 page typed and double spaced)
1. Introduction paragraph 
· Thesis statement-Introduce the insect that you are nominating
· State the three reasons why this insect would be a good symbol for Nevada. 
2. 1st supporting paragraph (1st reason)

· State the first reason that you chose this insect.

· Give evidence (facts) from your research to support your reason.
3. 2nd supporting paragraph (2nd reason)

· State the second reason that you chose this insect.

· Give evidence (facts) from your research to support your reason.
4. 3rd supporting paragraph (3rd reason)

· State the third reason that you chose this insect.

· Give evidence (facts) from your research to support your reason.
5. Conclusion (restate intro and rationale)
6. Include a picture of your insect to help the reader understand what the insect looks like.
7. Make sure you have a bibliography page to cite your sources. Use a variety of websites and books.
Computer Lab Hours
The computer lab will be open
· Before school at 8:20

· After school till 4:00
NOTES:

· The project needs to be completed on time and of high quality.  We will not accept hand written or late projects.  
Writing Sources
For the different types of sources follow the examples listed below. Please remember that google.com is not a valid source; it is a search engine that leads you to the other websites.

BOOKS

Author (last name, first name). Title of the book. City where book is published: Publisher, Copyright date.

Tillerman, Jon. The Way the Earth Moves. Chicago: McMillian, 1998.

MAGAZINES

Author (last name, fist name). “Title of the article.” Title of Magazine Date (day month year): page numbers of article.

Smith, Sarah J. “Why Don’t We Fall from Rollercoasters?” Science News 8 July

2000: 77-79.

ENCYCLOPEDIA

“Article Title.” Title of Reference book. Edition (if available). Year published.

“Microscopes”. Encyclopedia Britanica. 1996.

FILMS, SLIDES. or VIDEO TAPES

Title. Medium (state if it is a film, slide, video tape, laser disc etc). Production company, date. Time length

Under the Microscope- Amoebas. Videocassette. Science and Kids Productions, 1994. 15 minutes.

ON LINE SOURCES (Websites)

Author (last name, first name – if there is one) “Title of Article”. Title of Website or Publication. Date of Publication (or last update). On-line. Date of access (when you went to website). Available website address.

“Deserts”. BrainPop. 2002. Online. 13 May 2002. Available:

http://www.brainpop.com/science/ecology/desert/index.weml
